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FROM THE CEO: What an amazing Turn out!
Planning a major
event is never
easy, but in
the middle of a
pandemic, it’s
just this side of
impossible. The
Kankakee Valley
REMC staff considered a variety of
options for our annual meeting before
deciding a drive-in style would be the
best way to ensure a fun event while
protecting everyone’s health. Staff
members planned carefully using
past attendance numbers to make
sure we would be fiscally responsible.
The amazing news: our annual
meeting’s attendance far exceeded
our most optimistic estimates!
Our member-consumers enjoyed
an entertaining evening featuring
classic ’60s hits from the popular
Indianapolis band 45 RPM. We had
great food and shared valuable
information about the REMC
during our meeting. This was the
second year we offered three voting
options and we had a strong voter
participation in this year’s meeting.
The membership re-elected a veteran
director and welcomed a newcomer,
creating both continuity and a bright
future for our co-op. We were happy
to see many familiar faces and some
first-time attendees as we greeted

each vehicle at registration.
On the not-so-amazing side: the
turnout was so strong we just
didn’t have enough box dinners for
everyone and member-consumers
had to wait in a long line to get
through registration. In addition, we
ran into some technical issues while
airing the virtual business meeting.
We apologize to everyone who was
delayed or didn’t get a meal, and we
promise to do better next year. If you
haven’t viewed the virtual business
meeting yet, you can find it on our
website at kvremc.com.
Despite those hiccups, we were
extremely pleased. Why? Co-ops
like ours are non-profit organizations
owned by member-consumers and
operated for their benefit by directors
they choose. The fact that so many
of you took the time to participate
in the annual meeting says you’re
interested in what we do and want to
be involved with your cooperative. All
of us at Kankakee Valley REMC are
proud to serve you … and I’m already
looking forward to seeing you on
June 10 at the 2021 annual meeting.

SCOTT SEARS
CEO
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REMC recognized for
safety achievement
Kankakee Valley REMC employees

Kankakee Valley REMC employees

commitment of our employees to

recently celebrated its achievement

follow safety protocols based on

working safely on the job. It is through

for no lost time accidents in 2019. To

standard national safety practices

their efforts that we can maintain a

receive this honor, the cooperative

for the electrical safety industry.

culture of safety and make sure that

completed a year of no work-related

Safety training is held monthly for

at the end of the day each employee

accidents resulting in an employee

all employees to attend. In addition,

returns home to their family,” stated

missing a full eight-hour day. This

our employees participate in the

Scott Sears, CEO for Kankakee Valley

award was provided to the cooperative

Commitment to Zero Contact initiative

REMC.

through Federated Rural Electric

sponsored by the National Rural

Insurance Exchange, an insurance

Electric Cooperative Association. This

provider for Kankakee Valley REMC.

initiative provides resources to assist

This is the sixth time in 10 years that

in the elimination of serious injuries

the cooperative has received this

due to electrical contact and enhances

designation.

the cooperatives safety program.

Working around electricity can be

“Receiving this recognition speaks

dangerous. For this reason, all

to the outstanding efforts and

At the core of our organization is the
mission of providing safe, affordable,
and reliable electricity to our memberconsumers. Kankakee Valley REMC
accomplishes each of these objectives
through the dedication of our
employees.

Meet Your Newly elected Directors
Mike Yankauskas has been a Kankakee Valley
REMC member-consumer for 42 years and is
a grain and livestock producer. His decades
of service in electric power production and
distribution have given him the knowledge and
foresight as the industry moves from traditional
power sources to incorporate renewables in a
safe, reliable and cost effective manner for our
member-consumers. Yankauskas will continue to
build upon his 27 years of service as a director.

Mike Yankauskas
District 4 Seat

Russell R. Guse
At-Large District Seat

Congratulations and thank you for your
leadership in the cooperative.
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Russell R. Guse has been a Kankakee Valley
REMC member-consumer for 12 years and
is employed as a crop duster pilot and Beck’s
Hybrids dealer. He has an associate degree in
electrical engineering tech along with nine years
of previous experience in the cooperative.
As a small business owner in the community,
he understands the need for cost-effective,
reliable power. As a parent, he feels the duty
to preserve the cooperative roots while focusing
on the future development of energy rates,
reliability, and generation sources.

Four decades
of service
Kankakee Valley REMC member-consumers are fortunate

Working for the co-op, she said, has been a good job with

to be served by an employee team made up of dedicated,

excellent benefits. “I will definitely miss the people I work

member-focused individuals. In August, we said farewell to

with and the true friendships that I have made,” Poort said.

someone who has been a part of the co-op’s team for more

“I won’t though miss having to get up early to come to

than four decades!

work.”

Margie Poort joined KV REMC 42 years ago in a member

For Poort, retirement means opportunities to spend as

service role and moved to her most recent position as plant

much time with her grandchildren as possible. She’s also

accountant back in 2001. “Not too many people can say

excited about traveling. “I’d like to go to Washington, D.C.;

they have worked for the same place for that long,” Poort

San Diego; Boston; Maryland; Wyoming; and Montana,”

said with her familiar smile. “When I started, people still

she added.

read their electric meters every month and everything was
done on paper. Technology has come a long way.”

We will all miss you, Margie, and we wish you many years
of safe and happy travels!

THE COOL WAY TO
GET HOT WATER

SAVE BIG MONEY — AND ENERGY — WITH A HEAT PUMP WATER HEATER.
Water heaters are the second highest source of energy usage in most
homes. But an ENERGY STAR-certified heat pump water heater is an
energy efficient alternative to typical electric or gas water heaters — and
Kankakee Valley REMC is here to help you save big with rebates on
installation costs. You can also save up to $3,500 over the lifetime of the
equipment — we think that’s pretty cool.

Visit PowerMoves.com/water-heater to learn more.
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Commitment to Renewables
Kankakee Valley REMC’s power
supplier, Wabash Valley Power
Alliance (WVPA), made a commitment
over the past decade to dramatically
change the way electricity is
generated for its 23 member electric
cooperatives and the more than
27,000 member-owners of our co-op.
Advances in technology have made
sustainable energy sources like wind
and solar power not just good for the
environment — but more and more
affordable.
“Renewables like wind and solar were
not the most economical choice for
the first part of the last 10 years,” said
Lee Wilmes, vice president of risk
and resource portfolio at the Wabash
Valley Power Alliance. “But with more
efficient, taller wind turbines and less
expensive solar panel production,
renewable resources have become
an competitive addition to our power
supply portfolio.”
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That’s why WVPA has taken a different
approach to energy generation:
a more balanced approach that
incorporates a variety of fuel sources.
“We’ve always said it’s not a smart
idea to put all your eggs in one
basket,” stated Wilmes. “We believe
an approach that includes a variety of
fuels and multiple sources of supply
helps to cut down on electric market
volatility and overall supply risk.”
And that approach now includes less
reliance on coal, the incorporation
of more renewables and energy
efficiency programs that help ensure
affordable, reliable electricity not just
now, but for decades to come.
To support this diversification strategy,
WVPA purchases electricity from
several wind farms and utility-scale
solar arrays throughout Indiana and
Illinois and has developed smaller,
community solar arrays in all three
states that it serves: Indiana, Illinois
and Missouri which includes the solar

array to the east of our office off U.S.
30 in Wanatah. In September, the
newly constructed Harvest Ridge
Wind Farm in Douglas County, Illinois,
began production and WVPA and its
member electric cooperatives will take
100 megawatts of the project.
As early as 2006, WVPA has been
capturing the methane gas from
regional landfills and using that gas
to power small turbines to make
electricity. In fact, with 15 different
sites throughout the Midwest, WVPA’s
landfill gas-to-electricity program is
one of the largest in the region.
“Alternative energy is no longer an
alternative,” Wilmes said. “It’s a big
part of keeping energy costs lower,
now and in the future.”
Kankakee Valley REMC is pleased to
be part of a cooperative, like Wabash
Valley Power Alliance, that is actively
pursuing options to combat climate
change through the use of alternative
energy options.

