www.kvremc.com
CONTACT US
Toll Free: 800-552-2622
Local: 219-733-2511
OFFICE HOURS
7:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Central Time
Monday-Friday
STREET ADDRESS
8642 W. U.S. Highway 30
Wanatah, IN 46390
MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 157, Wanatah, IN 46390
EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage,
please call 800-552-2622.
We are available to serve you
24 hours a day. When calling,
please provide the name in which your
account is listed. Also, please be sure
to check your fuses or breakers.
KANKAKEE VALLEY REMC STAFF
Scott Sears, Chief Executive Officer
Lori Young, Executive Assistant
Angie Swanson, Office Manager
Jeff Newburn, Line Superintendent
Amanda Steeb, Communications and
Marketing Director
Dave Howell, Purchasing and Facilities
Manager
Eric Duttlinger, Director of Metering
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/KVREMC

Tip

EnergyEfficiency

REPLACE YOUR AC FILTER!

Routinely replace or clean your air
conditioner’s filter. Replacing a dirty, clogged
filter can reduce your air conditioner’s energy
consumption by 5 to 15 percent.
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

“Safety” is a
universal word
that is mentioned
often and
used loosely.
Communities
large and small,
as well as
companies across
all industries, are committed to safety.
Your cooperative is no exception.
Kankakee Valley REMC has created
a culture of safety by putting our
employees’ and our community’s
safety above all else. At its essence,
KV REMC’s mission is to provide
safe, affordable and reliable
electricity to its member-consumers.
At the end of the day, we strive to
deliver on all elements of that mission
but equally important, we want to
return our employees home safely
to their loved ones. This requires
ongoing focus, dedication, vigilance
and on-the-job training.

mannequin to simulate a human in
distress. This is an annual training
that all KV REMC journeymen
linemen and apprentice linemen
participate in.
At the center of your cooperative
are 42 employees. The relationships
between these employees far
exceeds that of just co-workers. We
are a family. For this reason, keeping
each other safe is of paramount
importance and something we take
very seriously in our daily activities
on the job site.

SCOTT SEARS
CEO

Working with electricity can be
an inherently dangerous job. We
establish and follow safety guidelines
based on national utility industry
safety practices. We require that our
employees wear specialized gear
when working. They also must attend
various training courses each year.
One recent course was pole top
and bucket truck rescue training.
Through this training, one by one,
lineworkers test their ability to
quickly strap on their gear, climb
a pole and lower a distressed
fellow lineworker to the ground
safely. Crews are expected to
have the injured lineworker on the
ground within four minutes to then
provide necessary emergency aid.
To make this exercise as realistic
as possible, they use a weighted
AUGUST 2019
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Operation Round Up
GRANTS $12,810 TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

Right-of-way spraying will be done in
the following areas shown on the map:
Starke County: Jackson, Center, Railroad,
Washington, North Bend, California, Oregon,
Davis and Wayne townships. All KV REMC
service locations in Pulaski and Marshall
counties.

Right-of-way
spraying to
begin Aug. 12
As detailed in last month’s Indiana
Connection, Kankakee Valley REMC’s
contractor will begin spraying this
month along our rights-of-way. The
work is being done by The Daltons, Inc.
If you would prefer to maintain the
right-of-way adjacent to your land
yourself, here are three things we ask
you to do:

TOP: Amanda Steeb, director of
marketing & communications for
KV REMC (in orange top), presents
a check to Mary Beth Schultz,
executive director and board of
directors for The Caring Place.
RIGHT: Sharon Litke, a member of
Pulaski County Scrappy Sewers,
works on a pillowcase for a hospital
patient.

Kankakee Valley REMC is excited to

it up to date. This year marks the Wanatah

announce the most recent Operation

Lions Club’s 75th anniversary.

Round Up grant recipients. This quarter’s
giving accounted for over $12,000 going
back into our communities.

at each end of your property that
reads “NO SPRAYING.” Make
sure it’s legible and visible from the
roadway.
2. Make sure all the brush is removed
within the right-of-way by Aug. 12
and continues to be maintained. If
the brush is not removed, we must
treat the brush.
3. Call The Daltons, Inc. at 574-2677511 with questions.

ORCHESTRA: The LaPorte County
Symphony Orchestra received $3,000

PULASKI COUNTY SCRAPPY

to prepare and print 6,000 music

SEWERS: The volunteer seamstresses at

guides. These guides will be given to

Pulaski County Scrappy Sewers received

students who attend a performance by

$1,000 from KV REMC Operation Round

the orchestra in October.

Up to purchase fabric for pillowcases. The
Scrappy Sewers make fun and vibrant

1. Post a sign on the right-of-way

THE LAPORTE COUNTY SYMPHONY

pillowcases for sick children in hospitals to
lift their spirits and spread some cheer. In
2018 Scrappy Sewers made and donated
781 pillowcases to area hospitals for
children.
WANATAH LIONS CLUB: The Wanatah
Lions Club received a $3,000 grant to
make improvements to the Lions Club Park
in Wanatah. Many of the facilities were built
in the 1950s and require updating. The

THE CARING PLACE: The Caring Place
of Valparaiso was granted $5,810 to
purchase beds/mattresses for the new
shelter that opens in August. The Caring
Place is the only 24-hour domestic abuse
and sexual assault shelter in Porter County.
Thank you to the participating members
who round up their bills each month
to support Operation Round Up. Your
contributions help keep local not-for-profit
organizations thriving, year after year.

park is open to the public to use for events
and public activities. For this reason, it is
important that maintenance is done to keep
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Redlin embarks on next adventure

Kenny Redlin

A cooperative’s success is due
in part to those who make tough
decisions for the good of the
organization. At Kankakee Valley
REMC, those decision-makers
are the seven board members
who represent the co-op’s 18,000
member-consumers. Since these
decision-makers are members,
owners and customers just like
you, what they decide impacts

them as well.
For 31 years, Kenny Redlin served as part of that team
of directors. On Aug. 1, he started on his next adventure:
retirement.
Redlin’s career with the board began when he answered a
phone call from a fellow member who was serving on the
board of directors nominating committee. “I had no idea
what serving on the board would require but thought I would
give it a try,” Redlin said. That decision landed him 11
consecutive three-year terms on the board. “I have enjoyed
every year served,” he said.
While on the board, Redlin was involved in such decisions
as approving the annual budget, evaluating rates to ensure
the REMC remained financially sound, and developing and

EV Test Drive

Experience

reviewing polices to maintain fair operations at the REMC.
During his tenure, he served as secretary/treasurer and
vice president. Redlin, a believer in continuing education,
received a Credentialed Cooperative Director designation
and a Board Leadership Certification through the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
Redlin supported many advancements during his years,
such as the new headquarters construction, the transition
from manually read meters to an automated meter system,
and other technology changes. The member-consumers
were always at the core of those decisions. “As a director,
we make the member-consumers our priority. We not
only represent the membership, but our job is to meet
their needs,” Redlin said. “The entire board takes that
responsibility seriously. I appreciated the opportunity to
serve with a great team.”
“It has been an honor to work with such a dedicated
director. His contributions throughout the years were a
testimony to the core value of our organization, which is
improving the quality of life for the membership and their
communities,” KV REMC Board President Otto Werner
said. “I have enjoyed working with Kenny and have
appreciated his leadership through the years.”
We wish Kenny and his wife, Linda, health and happiness
in their retirement.

Test drive an
electric vehicle
without the
pressures to buy

Aug

26
27

7:30 AM to
6:00 PM
7:30 AM to
3:00 PM

Stop by KV REMC and get
behind the wheel of an electric
car without the pressures to
buy. Members of the KV REMC
team will be on hand to answer
any questions about the car and
ride along with you as you take
it for a spin.
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Discounts
AT LOCAL BUSINESSES

at your fingertips
WITH YOUR CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD

Look for this column each month as
we feature local businesses offering
an instant discount to Kankakee
Valley REMC member-consumers.
Just show your Co-op Connections ®
Card and enjoy!

Welcome Aboard
Dean Moretton
The Kankakee Valley REMC board of
directors welcomes Dean Moretton to
the board. Moretton was elected to
represent District 2 at the annual meeting
held on June 18.
Moretton and his family have been
Kankakee Valley REMC memberconsumers since 2001. They reside in
Morgan Township. Moretton received
his degree in electrical engineering from
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and
has an MBA from Indiana University. He
is the president of an energy consultancy

Val’s Famous Pizza &
Grinders
112 S. 11th Street, Chesterton

219-921-0056

FREE BREADSTICKS WITH PURCHASE OF A
16 INCH PIZZA
Flanagin’s Bulk Mail
Service
802 Evans Ave, Suite 1,
Valparaiso

219-464-9871

50% OFF NCOA PROCESSING ON ANY
MAILING DONE THROUGH FLANAGIN’S
Horizon Awning, LLC
2227 U.S. 12, Michigan City

219-872-2329

10% OFF ALL CUSTOM AWNINGS (CANVAS
OR ALUMINUM), 10 % 0FF CUSTOM
BOAT COVERS
EXCLUDES LABOR AND INSTALLATION
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During this time, he received a
Credentialed Cooperative Director
designation and a Board Leadership
Certification through the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association. He is
also certified as a Project Management
Professional. Moretton was elected to a
three-year term on the board.

where he has 30 years of electric utility

The board of directors look forward to

experience. Moretton previously served

Moretton joining them as he represents

on the KV REMC board of directors from

the member-consumers of District 2.

2014-17.

GO PAPERLESS.
GET A BILL CREDIT.
e-bill & e-newsletter both
$1 per month lifetime bill credit

e-bill only or
e-newsletter only

$.50 per month lifetime bill credit

ENROLL AT
KVREMC.COM
OR CALL US AT
800-552-2622

