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rural communities and cooperative
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members.

Officer Dennis Weiss has retired from the
cooperative.

The cooperative will begin an immediate search for a new CEO to lead the

“We thank Dennis for his highly suc-

organization. During the transition, the

cessful tenure leading Kankakee Valley

cooperative has named Scott Sears as

REMC. His dedication to the membership

chief operations officer, and he will assist

is an example of the kind of people who

the cooperative through the transition

are at the heart of the electric cooperative

period along with overseeing daily oper-

family,” stated Otto Werner, board presi-
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Earlier this year, Kankakee Valley REMC
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and Jasper County REMC boards of

and success of the company, beginning

directors began exploring a potential

as a staking engineer and advancing

consolidation between the two neighbor-

all the way to CEO. During his tenure,
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as the cooperatives looked to meet the

development and building of the current

growing needs of the members as they

headquarters in Wanatah. In addition, he

plan for the future. The consolidation

was an integral part and strong support-

would have significant benefits to the

er of the “Project Indiana: Empowering
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Global Communities for a Better Tomor-

rates and continuing the positive impact

row” program. The program electrified

cooperatives are known for in rural areas.

parts of Central America where electricity did not currently exist.

Angie Swanson, Office Manager

“The boards of directors are continuing
the conversation regarding the consoli-

Jeff Newburn, Line Superintendent

Weiss believed that community went far

dation of these two strong cooperatives.

Amanda Steeb, Communications and
Marketing Director

beyond the boundaries of the Kankakee

We recognize the positive impact con-

Valley REMC service territory. His actions

solidation will have on the membership
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spoke to this as he worked both at a local
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process in conjunction with the leader-
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2019 Calendars
Office closed
KV REMC’s office will be closed
Oct. 12 for “Community Day.”
Check the November issue
to see how KV REMC employees
helped the community and our
members.

are here!

Each issue of Electric Consumer
this month should have been
bagged with a copy of the
Cooperative Calendar of
Student Art for 2019.
KV REMC will also have a limited supply of complimentary
copies at our office, too.

Cover art by Lily May, kindergarten

21ST ANNUAL SHOWCASE OF AWARD-W

division winner

INNING WORKS BY INDIANA STUDENT

S

Compliments of Kankakee Valley REMC
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REMCs look to the future

D

ramatic changes are transforming all aspects of the energy
industry. Interest in renewable

energy is at an all-time high, and ultimately consumers want greater control
over their energy use and payment
methods. The

CO-OPS ARE A
CATALYST FOR GOOD.
Electric co-ops are catalysts for good
in their communities. Co-ops engage
their consumer-members to do things
that might otherwise be impossible
or difficult, like more

prevalence

than 75 years ago when

of smart-

electric co-ops brought

phone apps

power to areas where

and “smart”

other utilities did not

technology
for the home
is increasing,
and consumers and
businesses

of Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.,

your meter remotely

or you can email cmeyers@kvremc.com.

and offering you energy
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previously unmet in the
community, and they are ever striving
to anticipate and plan for the future
needs of their consumer-members.

these trends. Luckily, Kankakee Valley

Planning for future needs is also the

REMC is uniquely positioned to meet

reason we are considering a consol-

these changing energy needs because

idation with one of our neighboring

we are a cooperative.

cooperatives. The potential of a consol-

CO-OPS ARE
COMMUNITY-LED.

idation would help both cooperatives

October is National Co-op Month,

10-county area.

which is the perfect time to highlight
the many ways electric cooperatives
are unique. Cooperatives are locally
governed, looking out for the longterm needs of their consumer-members which means belonging to the
communities we serve. This heightened
community focus allows us to quickly
adapt to evolving consumer expectations. Our closeness to the community
ensures a better response to these
needs because we are led by the people
that we serve.

meet the future needs of approximately
30,000 members who reside within a

The co-op business model is unique.
It is pragmatic, mission-oriented and
puts people first. Co-ops strive to be
a trusted voice in their communities.
Co-ops have earned that trust because,
while not perfect, they always have
their members’ best interest at heart
and are determined to enrich the lives
of those living and working in the communities they serve. As we explore the
possibility of consolidating and plan
for the future, we will be here, locally,
keeping the lights on for you — our
members.
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electric service was discontinued. If you

paying on-line, reading

meet a need that was

they provide energy to accommodate

have credit balances that were left when

our office during normal business hours

Cooperatives exist to

will have to make changes in the ways

the following individuals and businesses

feasible. Today, it means

est in electric

There’s no denying it: electric utilities

Kankakee Valley REMC accounts for

know anyone on the list, please contact

greater intervehicles.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE
ANY OF THESE NAMES?

find it economically

efficiency rebates.

are showing

CASH
BACK!!
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Join us at the pollsNov.6
Our co-op’s number one priority is

state and local elections while

providing our members with safe,

educating candidates and

reliable and affordable electricity. But

elected officials about

doing this job requires a lot more than

the role the electric

stringing and maintaining power lines

cooperatives play in their

Co-ops Vote isn’t just

throughout our service territory. It

communities.

for co-ops. It’s for

requires political engagement. That may
seem far removed from our mission, but
it is essential to serving you.

remain part of the national
discussion-and are
supported by our
elected officials. But

co-op members just

As a member-owner of
an electric cooperative, you
understand the importance that

like you. We all need
to get involved so that we
can make positive things happen

That is why your cooperative is

your voice has in the cooperative.

participating in a national program of

You exercise your right to vote each

America’s electric cooperatives called

year at our annual meeting. Through

We encourage you to participate by

Co-ops Vote. National Rural Electric

participation in our democracy at a co-

registering to vote and committing to

Cooperative Association, the service

op, state or national level, when you vote

cast your ballot on November 6. If you

organization representing the nation’s

you are showing concern for community

are interested in getting more involved or

electric co-ops, launched Co-ops Vote

— one of the seven cooperatives

want to learn more about this movement,

in 2016. Today this movement continues

principles.

visit action.indianaec.org. We look

to be strong and encourages all co-

KV REMC’s participation in Co-ops

op members to participate in national,

IN THE MIX:

Vote helps to ensure that rural issues

politically in our local communities.

forward to seeing you at the polls on
Election Day.

Power supplier’s diverse portfolio
ensures affordable rates

The electricity powering your home has been
created by a variety of different resources
— all part of a plan to ensure you have more
stable rates.
Wabash Valley Power (WVPA) creates the
electricity that Kankakee Valley REMC
delivers to your home from a variety of
generation resources that include coal,
natural gas, and sustainable resources such
as: solar, wind, nuclear, hydro, and landfill
gas.** WVPA receives 41 percent of its
electricity produced from coal, which is 16
percentage points lower than 2017.
“By having a variety of resources, we make
sure that the WVPA co-ops’ members are
safeguarded from unexpected market
turbulence,” said Lee Wilmes, executive
vice president of risk and resource portfolio
for Wabash Valley Power. “As technology
progresses, additional resources become more
affordable to the point that it makes sense to
add some of those resources in our portfolio.”

solar development company. The arrays
collectively will produce enough electricity to
power nearly 30,000 homes.

The power that comes into your home is
generated from a variety of sources.
Here’s a breakdown for 2018.

“As a cooperative, we strive to enter into
agreements that have a positive impact
for everyone involved, particularly in the
communities that we serve,” Wilmes said.
“Our agreement with Ranger Power is in
keeping with our commitment to provide
sustainable energy resources for our
members.”
Wabash Valley Power continuously plans for
the future and seeks new opportunities with
a keen interest on what makes most sense
for all people served by its member co-ops,
including Kankakee Valley REMC.

Earlier this year, WVPA announced that
it will purchase the 198 megawatts (MW)
of electricity that will be produced by
two Illinois solar facilities to be built and
operated by Ranger Power, a utility-scale

** Wabash Valley Power supports renewable energy by
owning landfill gas generation and purchasing the output
of wind farms and biogas generators. Wabash Valley
Power sells, separately, the environmental attributes
associated with this generation to its members and third
parties, and therefore does not claim the generation as
renewable within its own supply portfolio.
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Discounts
AT LOCAL BUSINESSES

OPERATION ROUND UP Update
Congratulations to these recent Operation Round Up grant recipients.
iCaleb & Company was awarded
an Operation Round Up grant in
the amount of $1,000 for iPads,

at your fingertips

iTunes cards and Otter boxes for
children battling cancer at Beacon

WITH YOUR CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD

Children’s Hospital and Lutheran
Hospital in Fort Wayne. Providing

Look for this column each month as
we feature local businesses offering
an instant discount to Kankakee
Valley REMC members.

both education and entertainment,
iPads can help children stay connected with family during treat-

Just show your Co-op Connections ®
Card and enjoy!

ment and pass the time during
long hospital stays. Since iCaleb
& Company’s inception five years
ago, it has given away 170 iPads.
Ed Marks, Operation Round Up board member (in gray shirt), presents a check to Andrea,
Seth, Carsen and Caleb Hoppe. The Hoppe family founded iCaleb & Company.

The Valparaiso YMCA will purchase

LaPorte Seamless Gutter
1520 Lake St., LaPorte

a new laptop with the $1,000 grant
received from Operation Round Up.
This laptop will be used for class-

219.362.9972

room planning and maintaining

5% OFF ANY LEAK SOLUTION GUTTER
COVER ORDERS OVER $250

state-required trainings for the Y
Preschool teachers. In addition,
it will provide an enriched learning curriculum for teachers and

Loving’s Heating & Cooling
2593 Hamstrom Rd., Portage

students.
Amanda Steeb, director of communications & marketing for KV REMC (center), presents a
check to Becky Zaczkiewicz-Tudor (left) and Diana Sonnenberg with the Valparaiso YMCA.

219.763.4247

10% OFF TOTAL BILL
Papa John’s Pizza
123 Lincolnway, Valparaiso

219.531.0025
3233 Franklin St., Michigan City

219.872.7227
709 Plaza Dr., Ste. 3, Chesterton

219.395.9220
6126 Broadway, Merrillville

219.887.7272

BUY ONE AT REGULAR
MENU PRICE,
GET ONE FREE.
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Figuring your bill
If you would like to figure your electric bill (to compare to the one Kankakee
Valley REMC sends you), here’s how:
• Track the kilowatt-hours you used on your meter for the month (or use the amount shown on
your bill — they should be about the same).
• Multiply your kWh by the energy charges rate shown below in Line A. (This is the
KV REMC’s residential rate; it stays the same each month.)
• Multiply your kWh by the power cost adjustment rate in Line B. (This is a factor KV REMC
pays for power; it may vary from month to month.)
• Add the amounts from above to the facilities charge (Line C).
(This charge is the same each month.)
• Add 7 percent Indiana sales tax to get your total amount due.

Monthly Rate Schedule A (Residential):

A. Energy charges (all kWh per month)......................................... $0.09142 per kWh
B. Power cost adjustment tracking factor for October.................... $0.004371 per kWh
C. Facilities charge......................................................................... $30 per month

PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 34 for the “TRADING POST” listings.

KV REMC news

Trading Post
As a service to our members, Kankakee Valley REMC publishes
“Trading Post” on its locally-circulated pages of Electric Consumer.
Readers may submit two ads per REMC membership, per month.
Please see below for more details!

FOR SALE: CHAINSAWS
— 20” Stihl, $175. 16” Stihl, $75.
BLACK TOOL BOX, $40. 16FT. EXTENSION LADDER,
$50. 219-242-3978.
FOR SALE: 1954 OLIVER
88 TRACTOR, gas, narrow
front, with a Model 45
John Deere quick attach
trip loader with snow box,
$1,500. 574-772-3740.
FOR SALE: DEARBORN
21-2 HAY WAGON, $240.
VINTAGE CRAFTSMAN
9” RADIAL ARM SAW
on cabinet base, $50.
219-510-3183.

FOR SALE: 4-UNIROYAL
TIRES off rims P21570R-16, less than 4,000
miles, $300. STAINLESS
STEEL COUNTER WITH
DRAIN on the left side,
$450. APPLIANCE HAND
TRUCK, H1387 model,
$375. POOL TABLE &
ACCESSORIES, $225. Large
parrot-size BIRD CAGE
on wheels & accessories,
$125. 219-309-0516.
FOR SALE: 1-ACRE
PRIVATE WOODED LOT.
Kouts. 219-766-3644.

FOR SALE: 2 SMALL
GREASE GUNS, came
with model A Ford cars,
works well. BUZZ SAW
TRACTOR operated
complete with blade and
long belt, good condition,
stored inside. 574-772-4244.
FOR SALE: 2015 HARLEY
DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE
SPECIAL, 780 miles, like
new, $19,500. 2013 DODGE
RAM 1500 5.7 HEMI
4X4, 4 door, 49,000 miles.
Asking $23,000. 574-8962264 or 219-205-0391.

FOR SALE: SEASONED
FIREWOOD. 219-733-2359.

on us!

Come grab lunch
to go
at KV REMC

October is all about YOU
and your ownership in our cooperative.
In celebration of National Co-op Month,
let us treat you to a hot dog, bag of chips
and a drink to go!

Oct. 19

11:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
at KV REMC’s office
8642 W. U.S. Highway 30
Wanatah, Indiana

34

OCTOBER 2018

FOR RENT: MALDEN
AREA, 2 BEDROOMS, 2
BATHROOMS, BASEMENT,
1½ CAR GARAGE, NO
PETS, NO SMOKER. Rent
$900, $900 deposit. Pay
own utilities. 219-4649636 or 219-252-3918.
WANTED: Looking to
purchase a CLASS C, 350
MOTOR HOME. 219916-4564 ask for Tim.
FOR SALE: ONE
MOUNTAIN GOAT.
574-249-8627.
FOR SALE: SEMI TRUCK
TIRES, numerous sizes,
11-24-5, low profile 11-24-5,
low profile 22-5, $100 to
$50 each. 219-766-3644.
FOR SALE: TILT BED TOW
DOLLY, 2 years old. Master
tow, electric brakes, straps
included, $1,400 new, asking
$850 obo. 219-776-7844.
FOR SALE: 8.99 acres in
Washington Township on
Division Rd near the fire
department. Asking $51,900.
For more information, call
Cynthia. 219-921-9775.

TRADING POST ads appear
in the order received
and are printed as space
allows. Advertisements
for businesses will only
be printed when space is
available. Kankakee Valley
REMC reserves the right to
refuse printing of any ad.
When submitting ad, please
include your phone number.
KV REMC, Electric Consumer
and its editors are not
responsible for the condition
or performance of any
product or service herein
stated, nor are statements
within an endorsement. All
ads must be submitted by the
fourth of the month prior to
the printing of the magazine.
PLEASE SUBMIT ADS
DIRECTLY TO KANKAKEE
VALLEY REMC rather than
to Electric Consumer.
Because of changes
to KV REMC’s website,
Trading Post will no longer
be appearing online.

