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Much more

than a meeting

www.kvremc.com

CELEBRATE 80 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH US

CONTACT US
Toll Free: 800-552-2622
Local: 219-733-2511

Kankakee Valley
REMC is celebrating a huge mile-

OFFICE HOURS
7:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Central Time
Monday-Friday

stone this year –
80 years of serving
our communities.

STREET ADDRESS
8642 W. U.S. Highway 30
Wanatah, IN 46390
MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 157, Wanatah, IN 46390
EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage,
please call 800-552-2622.
We are available to serve you
24 hours a day. When calling,
please provide the name in which your
account is listed. Also, please be sure
to check your fuses or breakers.
KANKAKEE VALLEY REMC STAFF
Scott Sears, Chief Executive Officer

The best way to
celebrate such a
significant anniversary is with family.
That’s why we hope you and your
family will join us on Tuesday, June
18, at the Porter County Expo Center for what can only be described as
much more than an annual meeting.
This year’s “open house” event allows
you to come and go as you please.
The doors will open at 4:30 p.m., with
dinner served until 6:30 p.m. Here is a

Lori Young, Executive Assistant

snapshot of what we plan to bring you

Angie Swanson, Office Manager

at your annual meeting.

Jeff Newburn, Line Superintendent
Amanda Steeb, Communications and
Marketing Director
Dave Howell, Purchasing and Facilities
Manager
Eric Duttlinger, Director of Metering
    
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/KVREMC

Tip

 EnergyEfficiency

When thunder roars, go indoors!
Where there’s thunder, there’s lightning
— whether you saw it or not. Seek shelter
indoors (or in a hard-topped vehicle if you
can’t get to shelter). Avoid open fields and
hilltops, stay away from tall isolated trees
and objects, spread out if you’re in a group.
Source: NRECA

For everybody
We’re ready to take advantage of the
summer evening with an assortment
of outdoor activities, including a
high-voltage safety demonstration.
We’re also excited to have our new
electric vehicle, a Chevy Bolt, on
display.
Additionally, members will be able to
cast their vote onsite until 7 p.m. At
7:30 p.m., we will hold a brief meeting
to announce the board of director election results. At that time, we’ll also give
away cash prizes and award a $4,000
grand prize vacation. You do not need
to be present to win. Please turn to
pages 6-8 to meet the director candidates and learn about this year’s new
voting procedures and to page 33 for
more annual meeting details.

For the adults

Remember, your board election vot-

Revel in a ‘60s music experience as

ing packet will be mailed to you this

you enjoy tunes by 45 RPM from 5-7:30

month. Please take part in the election

p.m. In between sets we’ll be show-

process of your board of directors.

casing a 2018 year-in-review video –

Whether you choose to vote via mail

taking the place of the more traditional

or online prior to the meeting, or at the

remarks we’ve made in previous years.

annual meeting, you will receive a $5

New this year: Try your luck and join

bill credit. Member-consumers attend-

us for bingo from 5:30-7 p.m.

ing the meeting will receive a special

For the kids

registration gift, too.
We are excited for the new open house

Treat your kids to one of two Granpa

style event. You can come at your con-

Cratchet shows. Granpa’s stage show

venience, take part in what interests

and miniature truck travels all over the

you and stay as long as you wish. We

United States bringing back the nos-

look forward to seeing you June 18.

talgia of the good ol’ days and plenty
of wild stories. Of course, the popular
sparkle tattoos and balloon art will be
available as well.

SCOTT SEARS
CEO
MAY 2019
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Two directors to be elected
at June 18 annual meeting
This year, the Kankakee Valley REMC membership will elect two mem-

MEET
DISTRICT 1 CANDIDATE

ber-consumers to serve on the REMC board.

CHRIS BIRKY

Three candidates have completed the necessary requirements to run for

Chris Birky and his

directorship. These individuals will be the only individuals eligible to run for

wife, Melissa, reside in

directorship and placed on the ballot.

Pleasant Township with

This year’s candidates are being elected from District 1 and District 2.

their children. The Birkys

District 1 includes Boone and Pleasant townships and the western portion of
Porter Township in Porter County; and Ross and Winfield townships in Lake

have been Kankakee Valley
REMC member-consumers for 25 years.
They own and operate Birky Family Farms

County.
District 2 includes the eastern portion of Porter Township and Westchester,
Pine, Jackson, Washington, Morgan, Center, Union and Liberty townships of
Porter County.
To run for election to the board of directors, member-consumers were
required to complete a petition containing signatures from 15 member-consumers who reside in their district. In addition, candidates were required to
attend a mandatory informational meeting.
Please see page 8 for detailed information on how you can cast your vote in
one of three ways this year.

KANKAKEE VALLEY REMC
BOARD DISTRICTS

Country Gourmet in Kouts. The business
includes the Country Market, Bakery
and Café which specializes in catering,
concessions and hog roasts. In addition,
Birky operates a small manufacturing
company that provides products to pork
and poultry producers. He also operates
South County Love Your Neighbor, a notfor-profit organization.
He and his brother raise corn, soybeans
and operate a small farrow-to-finish
hog operation in Morgan and Pleasant
townships. Raising pigs, cattle, goats,
sheep, rabbits, chickens and turkeys for the
fair and family store is something Birky and
his children especially enjoy.
The Birkys are members of the Hopewell
Mennonite Church. Birky was elected
to the Kankakee Valley REMC board
in 2004. He became a Credentialed
Cooperative Director in 2006, earned his
Board Leadership Certificate in 2011 and is
currently working toward his Director Gold
credentials. These certificate programs
are from the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association.
In his spare time, he enjoys helping others
and participating in community projects.
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Operation Round Up
scholarships awarded

YOUR CANDIDATES
DISTRICT 2 CANDIDATES

Six local high school seniors were the
recipients of the Kankakee Valley REMC
Operation Round Up scholarship totaling

DAVID
JANNEY

DEAN
MORETTON

David Janney and
his wife, Kim, have
been Kankakee
Valley REMC memberconsumers since 2012. Former
Morgan Township residents, they now
live in Aberdeen (Valparaiso).

Dean Moretton,
his wife Laura,
and their three
children are Morgan
Township residents and have been
Kankakee Valley REMC memberconsumers since 2001.

Janney received a Bachelor of
Science in electrical engineering
from Purdue University and is a
LEED-certified professional electrical
engineer, specializing in “green”
design. He enjoys learning about new
energy innovations and is actively
affiliated with the National Society of
Professional Engineers, Association
of Energy Engineers, the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers
as well as fraternal organizations.

Moretton is an electrical engineer
with a degree from Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology and has an
MBA from Indiana University.

This year’s $2,000 scholarship recipients

He previously served on the KV
REMC board of directors and the
prestigious national Cooperative
Leadership Network board. He
became a Credentialed Cooperative
Director, earned his Board
Leadership Certificate and became
certified as a Project Management
Professional.

• Hannah Shidler, North Judson-San

In his free time, Janney enjoys
reading, fishing, volunteering and
spending time with his four children.
Elected to the board of directors
in 2016, he worked diligently to
become a Credentialed Cooperative
Director in 2017. He also earned
his Board Leadership Certificate in
2019. Janney is also KV REMC’s
representative on the board of
Wabash Valley Power Association,
the co-op’s power supplier.
Janney hopes to continue his strong
commitment to the KV REMC board
and to focus on minimizing rate
increases, enhancing reliability and
improving the quality of life for all
member-consumers.

Moretton is the president of an
energy consultancy. He is an energy
leader with 30 years of electric
utility experience with a focus on
minimizing energy costs for utility
customers. Also an author, Moretton
frequently speaks about best utility
practices in the cooperative field.
With his hands-on nationwide
expertise in cost-cutting strategies,
Moretton feels he will be a valuable
asset on the KV REMC board,
to the CEO and for the memberconsumers.

$8,000.
Two $2,000 scholarships and four
$1,000 scholarships are given annually
to graduating high school seniors whose
parents/guardians participate in the
Operation Round Up program. Students
will be recognized at their individual high
school academic awards programs.
were:
• Anneliese Pressel, Morgan Township
High School;
Pierre High School.
The $1,000 scholarship recipients were:
• Luke Hubbard, Wheeler High School;
• Melanie Edmond, Wheeler High School;
• Madeline Hewlett, Knox High School;
• Hannah Leffew, LaCrosse High School.
To be considered for the scholarship,
students had to fill out an application
identifying their involvement in both school
and extracurricular activities, awards
received and jobs held. Students were
also challenged with an essay. This essay
asked them to envision how they would
use a $2,000 grant for a community or
neighborhood improvement project.
Congratulations to these outstanding
students who have shown dedication
in their classroom studies and commit
ment to the community in which they live.
Kankakee Valley REMC Operation Round
Up wishes each of them much success as
they continue their education this fall.

MAY 2019
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YOUR GUIDE TO VOTING
New Kankakee Valley REMC director voting process
makes it easier for all member-consumers to participate
At Kankakee Valley REMC, the process of electing your board of directors is a priority. Previously you could only do this at
the annual meeting. To increase member-consumer participation in the voting process, we are pleased to offer alternative
options for voting. This year, you will be able to vote by mail or online prior to the meeting, or in person at the annual
meeting on June 18. Beginning on May 13, you will be mailed a voting packet that will include a ballot similar to the one
featured below. To help better understand how to vote online or by mail, please review the diagram below.

REGISTRATION CARD.
This is your annual meeting
registration card. Detach
this section and bring it with
you to the annual meeting.
This will help in expediting
the registration process and
enter you for the cash prize
drawings.

Member Number:
123456
Election Passcode:
123456

Kankakee Valley REMC

2019 Annual Meeting Registration Card

012345
SAMPLE A. SAMPLE
123 SAMPLE ST
SAMPLETOWN US 12345

Please bring this card to the Annual Meeting,
June 18, 2019 at the Porter County Expo
Center. Doors open at 4:30 PM CDT.
PLEASE DETACH AND BRING REGISTRATION CARD TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Voting Instructions

MAIL-IN BALLOT.
For voting by mail, detach
this portion of the ballot,
mark your selection for
director candidates as
shown in the instructions
and return it in the enclosed
postage-paid envelope.
This must be received by
Survey and Ballot Systems
by June 13. Please allow
sufficient time for mailing.

Voting by Mail
•
candidate of your choice. You may vote for one candidate
in each district.
• Detach ballot and place in the enclosed return envelope.
Mail to Survey & Ballot Systems, 7653 Angram Drive,
Eden Prairie, MN 55344.
• Envelopes must be received no later than June 13, 2019.
•
• Do not mail your ballot if you plan to vote online.

Voting Online
• To access the login page of the official Kankakee Valley REMC 2019
election, please type www.kvremc.com into the address bar located at the
top of your internet screen. Then click on the “Vote Now” button at the top of
the KV REMC homepage.
• Above is your Member Number and your Election Passcode. Use both of
these numbers to log in.
• Once registered, follow the online voting instructions.
• Online voting begins May 15, 2019 and ends at 10:59 p.m. CDT, June 13,
2019.
• If you have any problems voting online, please email support@directvote.net

Kankakee Valley REMC 2019 Board of Directors Election
(One to be elected per district)

ote for one and only one candidate per district.

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS
EXAMPLE 

District 1
 Chris Birky

District 2
 David Janney
 Dean Moretton

Paper ballots must be received no later than June 13, 2019.

DON’T FORGET!

MEMBER NUMBER
AND ELECTION
PASSCODE.
This is your member
number and election
passcode when
voting online. To
access your online
ballot, please go
to kvremc.com
and click on the
“Vote Now” button
at the top of the
homepage.
At the
login
page,
you
will
enter in
this member
number and election
passcode. This
information is unique
to you, so it can’t be
shared with others.

2019

If you’re planning to vote via mail-in ballot,
ballots must be received by Survey and Ballot
Systems by June 13.

PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 33 for more details about KV REMC’s June 18 annual meeting!

8

MAY 2019

Same great meeting. New open house format.

2019

1939- 2019

ANNUAL
MEETING

Tuesday, June 18
DOORS OPEN 4:30 p.m. CDT
DINNER SERVED 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
ENTERTAINMENT & ACTIVITIES 4:30 - 8 p.m.

Musical
Entertainment

Catered
Dinner

Kids
Activities

$4,000
Grand Prize

including additional
cash prizes

Director
Elections

Hands-On
Displays
and Activities

Live Performance by

45 RPM

45 RPM, an Indianapolis-based band, will take you on a
journey back to the music that changed rock history from
1964-1967. Featuring songs by British groups including
the Beatles and Dave Clark Five to America’s Beach Boys,
Paul Revere & the Raiders and other popular musicians and
bands of that era, 45 RPM keeps the audience toe tapping,
singing and often, dancing.
				
45rpm60s.com

You could win a dream vacation!
A GRAND PRIZE OF UP TO A $4,000* CREDIT FOR A VACATION BOOKED
THROUGH WORLD TRAVEL UNLIMITED.

Four - $250 cash prizes • Five - $50 cash prizes • Kids’ prizes for children under 18
*Winner is responsible for all taxes and insurance. A lesser cash option is also available. You do not need to be present to win any of the prizes.

FREE, CATERED DINNER
A hot meal will be served
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

VOTING FOR DIRECTORS

Registered member-consumers
who did not vote using the
mail-in or online option can vote
in person from 4:30 - 7 p.m.

ids to see
Bring the k

Granpa
Cratchet

KIDS ENTERTAINMENT
In addition to Granpa Cratchet, balloon art and
glitter tattoos will be available from 5-8 p.m.

BILL CREDIT

Each member-consumer who
votes receives a $5 bill credit.
Attend the meeting and receive
a special registration gift, too.

BINGO

Join in a chance to win some
prizes and have fun doing it.
Bingo will be available from
5:30 - 7 p.m.

