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Consolidation talks end
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Kankakee Valley
REMC office
closed for holidays
Our office will be
closed on Dec. 24-25
and Dec. 31-Jan. 1.
Should you experience
any kind of power
outage or interruption of service on any
of those days, though, please don’t
hesitate to call; we will have crews on
call to quickly restore power.

T

he Kankakee Valley REMC
and Jasper County REMC
boards of directors have ended
consolidation discussions.
During the past year, the boards of
the consumer-owned, not-for-profit
electric cooperatives have been
examining a possible consolidation
of the two strong organizations to
enhance service and provide savings
to consumers. Consumers have
been kept updated through articles
in Electric Consumer during the
exploratory, research and analysis
processes.
“The boards felt the decision was
not in the best interest of the two
cooperatives’ consumers at this time,”
said Kerry Miller, board president of
Jasper County REMC.
“Our two electric cooperatives
have always maintained a great
relationship and will continue to
do so even though we will not be
consolidating our operations,” added
Otto Werner, board president of
Kankakee Valley REMC.
Consumers should expect no negative
effects from this decision, as both
cooperatives will continue as before.
The board of each cooperative
remains committed to providing the
best service possible to its consumers
and will continue to review potential
consolidation options in the future.
Kankakee Valley REMC is also
continuing its search for a new CEO
to replace its longtime executive who
retired in August.
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Focused on a warm

future

The thermometer may be registering colder as the end of the year

member-consumers and what we’ll need to do to prepare for serving

nears, but all of us here at Kankakee Valley REMC are feeling plenty

your needs in the coming years.

of warmth!

We anticipate that 2019 will be a year of planning for the REMC,

We’ve wrapped up a year that was challenging in many ways, one that

and we’re going into it with a great deal of optimism. The pace in the

put our board and staff to the test. But we think that’s a good thing, be-

energy world continues to evolve more rapidly than ever, but what’s

cause when you’re asked to stretch beyond your normal comfort zone,

important hasn’t changed one bit. As a not-for-profit cooperative, we

you grow! Many of the steps we took during 2018 forced us to take a

continue to be focused on your needs, ensuring you have a reliable

closer look at the way we do business and how we currently serve our

and affordable source for energy.
Kankakee Valley REMC has a skilled, enthusiastic team that’s constantly looking for ways to improve the service we provide to you and
your neighbors. After all, we live here too, so we want to enhance the
quality of life in every way we can.
As you cook that Christmas dinner and light up that beautiful tree in
your warm home, we’re happy to play a part in your holiday celebration. May you and your loved ones enjoy the merriest of Christmases
and the happiest New Year!

Winter right-of-way maintenance
Maintaining the rights-of-way along which Kankakee

not just during the growing season. Here’s this

Valley REMC power lines pass is a year-round job,

winter’s tree-trimming schedule.

KV REMC is conducting tree trimming maintenance along
the rights-of-way of our distribution lines. To provide
members with safe and reliable electric service, the REMC
ST.
JOSEPH
COUNTY

keeps trees trimmed back year round to decrease outages
caused by fallen tree limbs during storms with high

LaPORTE
COUNTY

winds, heavy snow or ice.
We appreciate your cooperation as we trim in your area.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our

LAKE
COUNTY

PORTER
COUNTY

office.

MARSHALL
COUNTY

Our contractors are working in the following areas (shown
in orange on the map at right) in the northeastern quarter
of our service territory:

JASPER
COUNTY

• LaPorte County: Lincoln and Johnson townships and
portions of Prairie and Hanna townships;
• St. Joseph County: Liberty and Lincoln townships;
• Starke County: Center, Davis, Jackson, Oregon and Washington townships.

KV REMC appreciates your cooperation maintaining its rights-of-way.
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STARKE
COUNTY

PULASKI
COUNTY

ENERGY SAVINGS:

Sealed
with a test

Kankakee Valley REMC energy
advisor Darrell Marks conducts a
blower door test that measures
a home’s air leakage. Below,
Marks fills out a checklist while
looking over a consumer’s attic.

Free REMC program helps consumers save energy

M

ary Ann and John Crayton

The Craytons took Darrell’s recommen-

the attic. “The change that made the big-

love their house in Valparai-

dations to heart. They sealed and insu-

gest difference was insulating the ceiling

so, which was constructed in

lated around some doors and other open-

of our garage, which is under the living

1959. Like most Kankakee Valley REMC

ings and even replaced some windows

room,” Mary Ann says. “We didn’t realize

members, they want to save money, but

and doors. They installed a programma-

how much heat we were losing. It made

they’re also concerned about the impact

ble thermostat and added insulation in

an enormous difference. Our house is no

their energy use has on the environment.

longer drafty, and the temperature stays

When the Craytons learned the REMC

constant.”

offers a free energy assessment, they saw
it as a great opportunity to address both
goals. They weren’t expecting their home
to become more comfortable, too.

“Most people like their homes, but there’s
an area or two that frustrates them,”
explains Darrell. “Often, there’s a simple
explanation behind the problem they’re

Energy Advisor Darrell Marks visited

having, and I enjoy finding those, so they

the Craytons and asked them questions

can get more comfort and lower their

about their home and their energy use.

energy costs.”

“He’s not just a technician,” explains
Mary Ann. “Darrell is very educated about
all aspects of energy saving and the way
houses are built. We learned many things
about our house that we weren’t aware

“We were amazed to learn the REMC
offered such a wonderful service,” adds
Mary Ann, “and we couldn’t believe it’s
free!”

of.” Darrell used specialized equipment

Interested in finding the possible lost

to test the home and identify issues such

comfort in your home? Call your cooper-

as air leaks, she recalls. “He left us with

ative and ask to speak to the energy ad-

wonderful written material, and after

visor. Home energy assessments are free

studying it, I think I could pass a test on

to our members and just one more way

energy efficiency!”

we empower you to save energy without
sacrificing comfort.
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Discounts
AT LOCAL BUSINESSES

at your fingertips
WITH YOUR CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD
Look for this column each month as
we feature local businesses offering
an instant discount to Kankakee
Valley REMC members.
Just show your Co-op Connections ®
Card and enjoy!

Image Sun Tanning Center
1089 Randolph St., Crown Point

219.662.9700

4 FREE TANS ON ANY BED FOR NEW
CLIENTS. 30% OFF ANY PURCHASE.

Will you be the next director
of Kankakee Valley REMC?
Your electric cooperative is not owned by
far-away investors and is not run by an
appointed board of directors. Your electric
cooperative is run by a democratically
elected board that is given the privilege
to serve their fellow co-op memberconsumers, neighbors and friends. If
leading your electric co-op interests you,
consider running for directorship at the
2019 annual meeting.
Director candidates must meet certain
qualifications, such as not being related
to a co-op employee or director and not
being engaged in business with the co-op
or competing entity. In addition, memberconsumers must reside in one of the
districts up for election.
At the 2019 annual meeting, we will be
electing directors from District 1 and
District 2. District 1 includes the following
townships: Porter (west portion), Boone
and Pleasant in Porter County and all
areas served by KV REMC in Lake County.
District 2 includes Porter (east portion),

Westchester, Pine, Jackson, Washington,
Morgan, Center, Union and Liberty
townships in Porter County.
Interested member-consumers will be
requested to complete a petition requiring
signatures from 15 member-consumers
who live in their district. Director petition
packets will be available Jan. 28, 2019.
In addition, member-consumers interested
in running for a board seat must attend
a mandatory informational meeting in
late March. All member-consumers
running for directorship must consent to
a background check. Everyone who meets
the qualifications, attends the informational
meeting and completes a petition will be on
the ballot.
There will be no nominations for director
positions accepted at the annual meeting.
Elected directors will serve a three-year
term.
We hope you will consider running for the
board of your cooperative.

Silcott’s Shoes
18 Washington St., Valparaiso

219.462.7178

10% OFF
Third Coast Spice Cafe
761 Indian Boundary Rd., Ste.6,
Chesterton

219.926.5858

10% OFF A MEAL
Lighthouse Place
Premium Outlets
601 Wabash St., Michigan City

219.879.6506

FREE VIP COUPON BOOK FULL OF DISCOUNTS.
SHOW CARD AT INFORMATION DESK OR
MANAGEMENT OFFICE.
8

DECEMBER 2018

Keep your holidays bright!
Celebrating the holidays with gusto doesn’t mean your energy budget has to go
busto!! Keep your holidays bright and your budget in check with a few energy
savings tips.
• Holiday gatherings generate heat: lots of people and lots of cooking. Keep your

Consider replacing older light strands with new ENERGY STAR LED® lig
are 70 percent more efficient and last 10 times longer than the age-old

guest comfortable by turning down your thermostat as folks arrive.
• Replace old holiday incandescent lightbulbs with LEDs.

• Use
a timer
your
displays.
Dusk-to-dawn
timersLEDs.
are available
and easy
You
can on
get
thelight
look
of cozy
lighting with
Just look
for “warm w
to use.

Unlike older light strands, LED lights give off virtually no heat, making

To learn
to save energy and money, visit the savings tab at
and about
pets more
(andways
reindeer).
kvremc.com.

Save energy by setting a timer for outdoor lighting and decorations. Pr
the lights turn on in the evening and turn off later at night when you ty
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 29 for the “TRADING POST” listings.

Source: Dept. of Energy

KV REMC news
FOR SALE: CUT &
SEASONED FIREWOOD.
219-465-7278.

Trading Post

FOR SALE: NORITAKE
CHINA. Service for 12,
many serving pieces.
Includes “Ramona”
pattern (blue flowers), $120
obo. 219-663-0505.

As a service to our members, Kankakee Valley REMC publishes
“Trading Post” on its locally-circulated pages of Electric Consumer.
Readers may submit two ads per REMC membership, per month.
Please see below for more details!

FOR SALE: CRAFTSMAN
GAS BLOWER, $40.
WEEDEATER
WEEDWACKER, $25. 3’ X 5’
QUILT, $10. 219-242-3978.
FOR SALE: 54” CUB CADET,
zero turn, 365 model,
$1,000 obo. 219-246-7042.
FOR SALE: SEASONED
FIREWOOD. 219-733-2359.

FOR SALE: WIRELESS
PRINTER, new July 2018,
never used. Canon Pixma
TS6120. Ink included black
& color. USB cable not
included, $60. 219-548-1657.
FOR SALE: LADIES
RH GOLF CLUBS W/
BAG & HEAD COVERS.
LPGA square two “light &
easy” never used, make
offer. 219-465-0722.

FOR SALE: WRANGLER
SR-A GOODYEAR P235 /
65R-17 TIRES, 5 of them
like new, $375. GOODYEAR
FORTERA M&S 245 /
65-R17, 2 of them like
new, $75. 219-797-2507.
FOR SALE: GRAVITY
WAGON, approximately 100
bu. $200. 765-414-8265.

WANTED: CHAINSAWS.
Any condition. Any age.
Running or not. Echo,
John Deere, McCulloch,
Poulan, Homelite, Stihl,
Husqvarna, Allis Chalmers,
etc. 574-249-2785.
FOR SALE: SEASONED
OAK FIREWOOD. $50/
face cord. Delivery
available. 574-896-5447.
FOR SALE: BEDROOM
SET. Queen bed, 2-piece tall
chest, side chest, medium
brown in color with inlay.
Very good condition. Best
offer. 219-465-0722.

TRADING POST ads appear
in the order received
and are printed as space
allows. Advertisements
for businesses will only
be printed when space is
available. Kankakee Valley
REMC reserves the right to
refuse printing of any ad.
When submitting ad, please
include your phone number.
KV REMC, Electric Consumer
and its editors are not
responsible for the condition
or performance of any
product or service herein
stated, nor are statements
within an endorsement. All
ads must be submitted by the
fourth of the month prior to
the printing of the magazine.
PLEASE SUBMIT ADS
DIRECTLY TO KANKAKEE
VALLEY REMC at P.O. Box
157, Wanatah, IN 46390.
Because of changes
to KV REMC’s website,
Trading Post will no longer
be appearing online.

Central Indiana

Supply Drive

Toy Drive

FOR A LIST OF NEEDED ITEMS, VISIT:

Drop off new, unwrapped
toys to KV REMC
by Monday, Dec. 17.

kvremc.com
Please drop off your
donations to the KV REMC
office by Friday, Dec. 7.

TOYS COLLECTED WILL GO TO HELP
LOCAL FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN NEED
TO ENJOY A HAPPY CHRISTMAS SEASON.
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