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Meet the new CEO

www.kvremc.com
CONTACT US
Toll Free: 800-552-2622
Local: 219-733-2511
OFFICE HOURS
7:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Central Time
Monday-Friday
STREET ADDRESS
8642 W. U.S. Highway 30
Wanatah, IN 46390
MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 157, Wanatah, IN 46390
EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage,
please call 800-552-2622.
We are available to serve you
24 hours a day. When calling,
please provide the name in which your
account is listed. Also, please be sure
to check your fuses or breakers.
KANKAKEE VALLEY REMC STAFF
Scott Sears, Chief Executive Officer
Lori Young, Executive Assistant
Angie Swanson, Office Manager
Jeff Newburn, Line Superintendent
Amanda Steeb, Communications and
Marketing Director
Dave Howell, Purchasing and Facilities
Manager
Eric Duttlinger, Director of Metering
    
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/KVREMC

Tip

 EnergyEfficiency

Go with the energy-saving flow
Streaming content with electronic
equipment that has earned the ENERGY
STAR® rating will use 25 to 30 percent less
energy than standard equipment.
Source: energy.gov.

E

arly this year, the Kankakee
Valley REMC board of directors
named Scott Sears CEO of the
REMC. He is the sixth CEO/general
manager in its 80 years. Though
Scott grew up in Hobart and has
been a KV REMC employee for
21 years, here’s a Q&A so you
can learn more about him and the
vision he has for your cooperative.
Scott and his wife of 23 years,
Rhonda, have three sons — Ryan,
Matthew, and Nicholas.
What hobbies do you enjoy?

During my early adult years, I developed
a love for the art of woodworking. I take
satisfaction in the entire process from
harvesting lumber, taking it to a sawmill,
planing and cutting the boards, to staining
and finishing. As an engineer, the process
of designing and putting together a custom
wooded piece just seemed natural to me.
As my family grew, my hobbies
transitioned to more family-oriented
activities. We began camping, canoeing,
biking, hiking, and fishing at some of the
great state and national parks to help the
kids develop an appreciation of nature.
Most recently, I have developed an
enjoyment for running. I enjoy the
solitude to both clear my mind of the day’s
events, but also to allow me time free
of distractions. The healthy benefits of
exercise have been a welcome plus as well.
How do you see KV REMC changing?
For years there has been an emphasis on
energy efficiencies through lighting and
appliances. This reduction in member
energy consumption has helped offset the
increase in overall consumption attributed
to member growth.
However, I see the future having a
push toward what’s called “Beneficial
Electrification”. Beneficial electrification
is a term for replacing direct fossil fuels
such as natural gas, propane, and gasoline

SCOTT
SEARS

with electricity in a way that reduces
overall emissions and energy costs. The
development of renewable sources of
electrical generation, such as solar and
wind, could someday be used to replace
these carbon emitting sources. If this
happens, our members will require
an electric utility that both sells and
purchases energy from its members and
can provide the services and expertise.
When we are talking about what a
“great year 2019 has been,” what do
you hope that success will be?
That we have positioned ourself to be
an advocate for our members. We must
provide reliable products and services at
affordable prices and look to the future.
For example, we are developing a program
to support members should they want
to purchase an electric vehicle. Initial
research has shown a substantial savings
can be achieved by an EV owner who
charges his or her vehicle on our existing
residential time-of-use rate compared to
operating that vehicle on gasoline alone.
What is your favorite part about
working for a co-op?
I have always enjoyed the personal
relationship with the members I have
met. We are a small company, and when
I see a “Thank you” letter from a member
or hear about the member who brought
coffee out to the crew working to restore
power after a storm, I know what we are
doing makes a difference in the lives of
our members. Everybody wants a sense
of purpose. Working at KV REMC with its
great members and employees gives me a
sense of purpose.
APRIL 2019
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Be an EV-angelist!
REMC wants to hear of your
interest and experiences
Are you an electric vehicle owner? If

Research has shown that people are

thinking of acquiring one, stop by our

so, we would like to hear from you!

turning to electric vehicles for the

office and take a ride in our new Chevy

savings on fuel and maintenance

Bolt. Although we are still learning

costs, driving performance and being

about the car ourselves, we are happy

environmentally friendly. Of those, the

to share our experience. We will also

leading reason appears to be the sav-

have our Bolt on display, along with

ings they see at the plug by not having

other electric vehicle models, at our

to pay at a pump.

annual meeting in June.

Sharing your experiences with KV

To deliver a successful program, we

REMC will help us evaluate charging

need your help. Tell us your story by

options and programs to fit the needs

emailing dhowell@kvremc.com or log

of our member-consumers and the

onto kvremc.com and click on Electric

local community.

Vehicles under the Services tab.

Kankakee Valley REMC is embracing
new technology and educating our
staff on electric vehicles. For us, the
best way to learn about electric vehicles is to be an owner and to learn from
fellow owners.
If you are an electric vehicle owner
or you know someone with an EV, we
would like to hear why you decided to
“plug in”; which model you drive; how
it has fit your needs; and any challenges you have experienced.

If you are not an EV owner but are

Spring right-of-way maintenance
Maintaining the areas beneath and around Kankakee
Valley REMC power lines and equipment is vital to
provide safe, reliable power to our member-consumers.
We clear these areas — known as rights-of-way
— to:
• Keep power lines free of tree limbs and other
vegetation;
• Restore power outages more quickly;

ST.
JOSEPH
COUNTY

LaPORTE
COUNTY
LAKE
COUNTY

PORTER
COUNTY

• Keep crews and member-consumers of our
community safe;

MARSHALL
COUNTY

• Reduce unexpected costs for repairs.
Our contractors will be working in the following areas

JASPER
COUNTY

STARKE
COUNTY

(shown in orange on the map at right) in the eastern part of our
service territory:
• Starke County: Center, Davis, Jackson, Oregon and Washington townships.

We appreciate your cooperation as we trim in your area. Maintaining a good
right-of-way improves service reliability for you, our member-consumers!
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SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 18

1939- 2019

KV REMC Annual Meeting

kvremc.com

COME CELEBRATE 80 YEARS

OF SERVING OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES

Musical
Entertainment

Catered
Dinner

Kids
Activities

$4,000
Grand Prize

including additional
cash prizes

Director
Elections

Hands-On
Displays
and Activities

JUNE 18 • PORTER COUNTY EXPO CENTER • VALPARAISO

ONE MEMBER; ONE
We all have a product or brand that we
loyally purchase time and time again. With
that in mind, consider how many times the
company making that product has asked
you to serve on the board of directors or
offer input into business decisions. For
most people, the answer is none. Electric
cooperatives are the exception. They do
exactly that.
At Kankakee Valley REMC you are more
than just a customer who purchases
power from us. You’re a member. As a
member-consumer,
you
4 F E B R U AR
Y 2have
0 1 9 a voice in
the leadership of the cooperative. When
you vote for your board of directors, you
are using your voice to help shape the
direction of the cooperative.
Governance for the cooperative rests on
the cooperative principle of democratic
member control, and that means “one
member-one vote.” No matter the size
of your home, business or farm, or the
amount you pay each year for electric

OTE

services, as an electric cooperative
member-consumer, you get one vote
and have equal representation in the
cooperative.
At the June 18 annual meeting, we will
announce the results of the board of
directors election. A voting packet will be
mailed to each member-consumer in midMay with elections opening on May 15. The
voting packet will include:

WAYSforTOyourVOTE

board of directors

MAIL IN

• A paper ballot that can be completed and
mailed.
• A unique ID and election passcode for
secure online voting.
• A registration card for admittance into
the annual meeting.
• Biographies on members running for the
board of director positions.
You may cast your vote online, mail in
your ballot or vote at the June 18 annual
meeting. We encourage you to exercise
your right to vote.

ONLINE
IN-PERSON
APRIL 2019
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Discounts

APRIL 8
IS LINEWORKER
APPRECIATION
DAY

AT LOCAL BUSINESSES

at your fingertips
WITH YOUR CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD

Look for this column each month as
we feature local businesses offering
an instant discount to Kankakee Valley
REMC members.
Just show your Co-op Connections ®
Card and enjoy!

Blythe’s Athletics
2810 N. Calumet Ave., Valparaiso

219.462.4412

$5 OFF ANY ATHLETIC SHOE

T hank a lineworker
At Kankakee Valley REMC and across

job done safely each day. Linework-

the country, electric co-op linework-

ers have a unique family-like bond,

ers have a mission-focused mentality

putting their lives in the hands of

of commitment to their work and

one another each day.

to serving the member-consumers
of the co-op. They are dedicated to
keeping the lights on in the community.

Schoolhouse Shop
278 E. CR 1500 N., Chesterton

219.926.1551

15% OFF ALL PURCHASES. EXCLUDES FOOD
ITEMS, CONSIGNMENT AND DISCOUNTS.
Round the Clock
Family Restaurant

their service territory when it comes
to lending a hand to a fellow co-op
and their members in need. Co-ops

Twenty-one Kankakee Valley REMC

are family and when a fellow family

lineworkers maintain 2,118 miles of

member is in need, we rise to the

line. They are responsible for keep-

occasion to help. Kankakee Valley

ing power flowing day and night.

REMC lineworkers have assisted

When the lights go out, they head

co-ops in the Hoosier state and other

out. Without them, our communities

states, helping to restore power after

would be dark.

Hurricane Ivan, Katrina and Irma. We

We depend upon an entire staff to
keep Kankakee Valley REMC running

also took part in powering rural Guatemala through Project Indiana.

smoothly, but on April 8, we honor

On April 8, celebrate Lineworker

219 Pine Lake Ave., LaPorte

the lineworkers of the industry and

Appreciation Day with us as we

219.326.5817

our co-op. As part of their job, line-

acknowledge the many contribu-

workers are required to set aside their

tions our employees make to our

personal priorities to better serve the

local community and to the co-op

local community.

member-consumers. Give our great

10% OFF. DISCOUNT GOOD MONDAY-FRIDAY.
EXCLUDES SPECIALS AND HOLIDAYS.

Years of training, experience and
Visit www.connections.coop for a complete list
of participating local and national businesses.
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Cooperatives are never bound to just

APRIL 2019

looking out for each other gets the

employees the thank you that they
deserve.

